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PROGRESSION
CHEAT SHEET

How to read these charts

Each musical scale has 7 notes inside it.

e The Roman numeral system helps you know what chords to play,

regardless of what key you are in.

Uppercase numeral (I) = major chord
Lowercase numeral (i) = minor chord
Superscript circle (vii°) = diminished chord
Remember: The key of the scale is the I/i chord.




Major scale roman numerals

ii

i

1V

Vv

Vi

vii

Minor scale roman numerals

1i° 111 v \% VI VII
All major scale chords
I i 111 IV V Vi vii°®
Major Minor Minor Major Major Minor | Diminished
C Dm Em F G Am B°
Db Ebm Fm Gb Ab Bbm c°
D Em Ff{m G A Bm CH#e
Eb Fm Gm Ab Bb Cm Dbe°
E F#m GH#m A B CHm D#°
F Gm Am Bb C Dm Ebe°
Gb Abm B b m Cbh Db Ebm F°
G A B C D E Fe
Ab Bbm Cm Db Eb F G
A Bm CHm D E F#m GH#e
Bb Cm Dm Eb F Gm A°
B CHm D#m E F# GH#m Afe




All minor scale chords

i ii° II1 iv \4 VI VII
Minor |Diminished | Major Minor Minor Major Major
Am B° C Dm Em F G
Bbm ce Db Ebm Fm Gb Ab
Bm CHe D Em FH#m G A
Cm Dbe Eb Fm Gm Ab Bb
CHm Dfe E F#m GH#m A B
Dm Ebe° F Gm Am Bb C
Ebm Fe Gb Abm Bbm Cb Db
E Ff° G A B C D

F G Ab Bbm Cm Db Eb
FH#m GHe A Bm CHm D E
Gm A° Bb Cm Dm Eb F
GH#m Afe B CHm D#m E FH#

Try out these famous chord progressions:

I-1V-V-]

I-V-vi-IV

I-vi-IV-V

vi-IV-1-V

I-vi-ii-V

I-V-vi-iii-IV-I-IV-V

V-1V-1

ii-V-1

Write down your favorites or make one up.




Making your own chord progressions with:

Table of Usual Root
Progressions

Starting Chord Usually followed Sometimes Rarely followed
by... followed by... by...
I IVorV Vi 11 or iii
1i \% IV or vi I oriii
i1l vi IV Iii,orV
IV \% Iorii iii or vi
\% I IV or vi 1i or iii
Vi liorV iii or IV I
vii°® I oriii Vi i, IV, or V

Tonal Harmony Flow Chart...
for Common Progressions in a Major Key
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AC - Authentic Cadence
LTC - Leading Tone Cadence

These triads (particularly V & vii®)may be freely extended to 7th chords

PC - Plagal Cadence

DC - Deceptive Cadence
IC - Interrupted Cadence
+6 - Augmented Sixth

Né - Neapolitan Chord




Triads in Key of C Major: Root Position-Root, 3rd,5th
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C Major

CDEFGABCDEFGABC

D Minor

CDEFGABCDEFGABC

E Minor

CDEFGABCDEFGABC

F Major

CDEFGABCDEFGABC

G Major

CDEFGABCDEFGABC

A Minor

CDEFGABCDEFGABC

B Diminished

CDEFGABCDEFGABC



Making your own chord progressions with:

Table of Usual Root
Progressions

Starting Chord Usually followed Sometimes Rarely followed
by... followed by... by...
I IVorV Vi 11 or iii
1i \% IV or vi I oriii
i1l vi IV Iii,orV
IV \% Iorii iii or vi
\% I IV or vi 1i or iii
Vi liorV iii or IV I
vii°® I oriii Vi i, IV, or V

Tonal Harmony Flow Chart...
for Common Progressions in a Minor Key
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‘aeolian cadence’

= Any Chord

These triads (particularly V may be freely extended to 7th chords)
Note that this can run parallel to the major key flow chart

AC - Authentic Cadence
LTC - Leading Tone Cadence
PC - Plagal Cadence

DC - Deceptive Cadence

IC - Interrupted Cadence
N6 - Neopolitan 6

+6 - Augmented 6




